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President’s Message 

The Crow's Nest Officers' Club has 
stood as a place of fellowship, re-
membrance, and service for genera-
tions. Its walls hold stories of sacri-
fice, friendship, celebration, and a 
shared commitment to preserving an 
important part of our naval heritage. 
None of that happened by accident. 
It happened because people cared 
enough to give their time, energy, 
and talents to something bigger than 
themselves. 

Like any organization with a pas-
sionate membership, we have not 
always agreed on every issue. Strong 
opinions are often rooted in a deep 
love for this Club and a desire to see 
it succeed. While disagreement is 
inevitable, division is not. How we 
respond to challenges defines who 
we are as an organization. 

 
The work before us is not always 
glamorous. It involves attending 
meetings, volunteering at events, 
maintaining the building, serving on 
committees, balancing budgets, wel-
coming new members, and making 
decisions that may not please every-
one. Yet these are the tasks that keep 

the Crow's Nest strong and ensure it 
remains relevant for future genera-
tions. Teamwork is essential. We 
each bring different experiences, 
perspectives, and skills to the table. 
When we listen respectfully, com-
municate honestly, and work collab-
oratively, we achieve far more than 
any one individual could accomplish 
alone. The success of this Club has 
always depended on people pulling 
together in a common purpose. 
 
Conflict resolution does not mean 
everyone gets their own way. It 
means finding common ground, 
showing mutual respect, and keeping 
the best interests of the Club at the 
forefront of every discussion. It re-
quires patience, understanding, and, 
at times, the willingness to compro-
mise. Most importantly, it requires 
us to remember that we are all on the 
same side. 
 
It is also important to recognize that 
the responsibility for the future of 
the Crow's Nest does not rest solely 
with the Executive or Board of Di-
rectors. Every member has a role to 
play. Constructive ideas, thoughtful 
feedback, and a willingness to lend a 
hand are invaluable. If we want to 
see positive change, we must all be 
prepared to contribute in whatever 
way we can. The strongest organiza-
tions are built not by a few individu-
als carrying the load, but by many 
people sharing in both the responsi-
bility and the reward of working 
together toward a common goal.  
 
As we move forward, I encourage 
each member to focus not on past 
disagreements, but on future possi-
bilities. Let us direct our energy to-
ward improving our facilities, sup-
porting our staff and volunteers, 

expanding our programming, pre-
serving our traditions, and ensuring 
that the Crow's Nest remains a wel-
coming place for members, guests, 
and the broader community. 
 
This Club has weathered wars, 
changing times, and countless chal-
lenges throughout its history. It has 
endured because of the dedication of 
those who stepped forward when 
needed. Now it is our turn to do the 
same. 
 
I ask each of you to consider how 
you can contribute. Volunteer when 
you can. Offer solutions rather than 
criticism. Support one another. Cele-
brate our successes. Learn from our 
setbacks. Above all, remember why 
this institution matters. 
 
The Crow's Nest is more than a 
building. It is a community. It is a 
custodian of history. It is a place 
where old friendships are renewed 
and new ones are formed. It deserves 
our very best efforts. 
 
Together, with respect, cooperation, 
and a shared sense of purpose, we 
can strengthen this remarkable Club 
and ensure that its legacy continues 
for many years to come. 
 
Thank you for your commitment, 
your service, and your belief in what 
the Crow's Nest represents. 
 
Fair winds and following seas. 

Jon Summers 
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Welcome Aboard  
New Members 

Spring 2026 

The Crow’s Nest 
PO Box 23161, 
RPO Churchill Square
  
St. John’s, NL 
Canada  
A1B 4J9  
 
email: 
crowsnoc@nf.aibn.com 
 
Website: 
www.crowsnestnl.ca 
 
Telephone: 709-753-6927 
 
Editor: Brian O’Connell 
 

Crow’s Nest Social Media 

Members and non-members alike are invited to stay connected with everything 
happening at the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club through our social media channels. 
Follow us on Twitter/X at @crowsnestnl for timely updates, event announce-
ments, and club news. You can also find us on Facebook by searching for 
Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club, where we regularly share information about up-
coming events, special activities, club history, and community involvement. 

For photos, highlights, and a behind-the-scenes look at life at the Club, follow 
us on Instagram at @crowsnestnl. Our social media platforms are the best way 
to stay informed about dining events, entertainment, commemorative activities, 
special guests, member programs, and other happenings at the Crow’s Nest. 

Whether you are a current member, a former member, a supporter of the Club, 
or simply interested in our rich naval and military heritage, we encourage you to 
follow, like, and engage with us online to keep up with the latest news and ac-
tivities from the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club. 

In Town: 
 
Willis Jacobs  Corey Gorman Justin Campbell Gary Norman 
Robert Godden Peter Latta  Richard Sparkes Duncan Fitzpatrick 
Dmitrijs Hotjasevs Greg Clarke  Mark Whalen  Susan Sparkes-Fewer 
Greg Dalton  Elaine Janes  Kim Opheim  Ema Kibirkstis 
Dr. Lydia Hatcher Andrew McCabe Matt Smallwood Dr. Bradley Evans 
Dr. Janet Morrison Richard Newman Erin Best  Dan Sweeney 
Eamonn O’Keeffe 
 
Out-of-Town 
 
Gary Beels, Victoria, BC   Felix Foley, Conche, NL 
Crystal Roach, NB    Archie, MacGowan Wingham, ON 
Jennifer McNeil, Port Carling, ON  Andrew Schultz, New Canaan, CT, USA 
Bill Carter, Bunyan’s Cove, NL  Fred Abbott, Calgary, AB 
Paul Wagner, Ottawa, ON   Michael Anderson, Bedford, NS 
Jack MacDonald, Calabogie, ON  Cal Gosse, Hammonds Plains, NS 
Robert MacIsaac, Elmsdale, NS  Nick Giacomantonio, Halifax, NS 
Frank & Candace Trenton, Oakville ON Daniel Power, Ottawa, ON 
Gerald Winsor, Lantz, NS   Richard Powell, Dartmouth, NS 
Paul Godwin, Ottawa, ON   Lloyd Williams, Sincoe, ON 
Eric Rousseau, Drummondville, QC Michael Parker, Kelowna, BC 
Nadalin Cole, Windsor, ON   V/Adm (Ret’d) Glenn Davidson 
John Morgan, Whitefish, ON  John Carlson, Port Rexton, NL 
Greg Hiscock, Brigus, NL   Lucas Hazelton, Sheffield Mills, NS 
Chris Duncan, Sidney, BC   Lorne Millar, Toronto, ON 
Dr. Rehan Malik, Labrador City, NL 

 
Life Member: 
 
Lt(N) Adam Reece, Dartmouth, NS  
Patrick Buat, Winnipeg, MB 
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Club Activities and Presentations 

Mike Parker (above) presents the wardroom pennant 
from HMCS Asbestos to club Treasurer Margaret 
Morris. His father served aboard the ship during the 
latter part of the Second World War when HMCS As-
bestos was a member of Escort Group C-2. 

Members of HMCS Frederick Rolette (top Right) 
visited the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club during the 
ship’s stay in St. John’s over the weekend of Febru-
ary 14. During the visit, Executive Officer LCdr 
Justin Milley presented the ship’s badge to Crow’s 
Nest Treasurer Margaret Morris (above)  on behalf 
of the crew. Among the visitors was Lt(N) James 
Sexton (top left), whose enthusiasm for the Crow’s 
Nest was evident long before he climbed the Club’s 
famous steps. He arrived sporting a crow tattoo on 
his forearm and later had the opportunity to meet 
Conway the Crow for the very first time. The visit 
provided an opportunity for members of the ship’s 
company to learn more about the Crow’s Nest’s long 
naval history and its close ties to the Royal Canadian 
Navy. The crew enjoyed the Club’s unique collec-
tion of naval artifacts and memorabilia, while shar-
ing stories of service and life at sea. The exchange of 
the ship’s badge serves as a lasting symbol of the 
friendship and connection between HMCS Frederick 
Rolette and the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club. 
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Presentations 

The Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club recently wel-
comed a distinguished visitor when Chief Damien 
Ball of the United States Naval Special Forces 
visited the Club during his first trip to Newfound-
land and Labrador. Accompanied by representa-
tives from Virtual Marine, including President and 
CEO Randy and Vice President of Sales Falon 
O’Keefe, Chief Ball toured the historic Club and 
explored its extensive collection of naval, military, 
and maritime artifacts. 

As one of Newfoundland and Labrador’s most 
significant links to the province’s military and 
naval heritage, the Crow’s Nest provided a unique 
opportunity to share the story of its origins during 
the Second World War and its continuing role in 
preserving the traditions and history of those who 
served. The visit highlighted the Club’s enduring 
connection to the defense community and its im-
portance as a gathering place for veterans, serving 
members, industry leaders, and those with an in-
terest in maritime history. 

Guests were particularly impressed by the rich 
history contained within the Club’s walls and by 
the many stories that reflect Newfoundland and 
Labrador’s strategic role in the defense of the 
North Atlantic. The visit also served as a reminder 
of the strong ties that continue to exist between the 
Crow’s Nest and the broader defense community, 
both at home and abroad. 

Photos from the visit capture an enjoyable after-
noon of conversation, learning, and shared appre-
ciation for the naval traditions that have shaped 
the Crow’s Nest for more than eight decades. 

 
Chief (E-7) Damien Ball of the United States Navy, 
NAVCIATTS N32 Training Coastal Division LCPO, 
visited the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club as Guest of 
Honour during a recent tour of St. John’s. During the 
visit, Chief Ball presented a commemorative plaque 
to the Club following a guided tour of the historic 
facility.  
 
Joining him were representatives from Virtual Ma-
rine, including Randy Billard, Falon O’Keefe and 
Dawn Patten, as well as Commander Dave Botting, 
Commanding Officer of HMCS Cabot.  
 
Following the presentation, guests gathered to social-
ize and learn more about the Crow’s Nest’s unique 
role in preserving Newfoundland and Labrador’s 
naval and military heritage.  



5 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Bravo Zulu” - Rev. Dr. Major (Ret’d) Ian Wishart (1930 - 2026) 
Gary F. Browne, M.O.M. 
Club Member 

On February 25th, 2026 our Club sadly lost one of its 
senior members and cherished friends in Padre Ian 
Wishart. In 1972 Reverend Wishart came to our shores 
with his lovely wife, Jean and family, as he began his 
ministry at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church-The Kirk.  
 
A native of Toronto, he was educated at Universities in  
Toronto, Edinburgh, and Germany. He held a Master’s 
of Theology, and a Doctorate of Divinity (honoris 
causa) from Knox College. Padre Wishart was also a 
published author and poet. 
 
Prior to coming to Newfoundland and Labrador, Padre 
Wishart had proudly solidified his connections to the 
Canadian Armed Forces, as a Naval Officer-Cadet at 
Royal Roads Military College, and through his time 
with HMCS Queen and the 48th Highlanders. 
Padre Wishart, as a young Naval Officer serving on 
board HMCS Swansea, made his first visit to St. John’s 
in the 1950’s. 
 
Despite the loss of his beloved wife in 1988, this man of 
the cloth and military Chaplin “soldiered-on” with his 
outstanding dedication to family, parish, military/
veteran organizations, and his community.  
 
During his Newfoundland Chaplaincy career, Padre 
Wishart very proudly served: the 1st St. Andrew’s Scout 
Group; the Royal Newfoundland Regiment; the New-
foundland Militia District; and up until the time of his 
passing, the Provincial Command of the Royal Canadian 
Legion(RCL) and Branch 56, (RCL). Padre Wishart was 
also a very committed long-serving member, and former 
Chair of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment Advisory 
Council. 
 
Padre Wishart had a special place in his big heart for 
serving and retired members of our iconic and beloved 
Canadian Armed Forces. 
 
Our sincere condolences to David, Janet, members of 
the extended Wishart family, and friends. “Duties are 
now completed, rest in peace, Padre.” 
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      Dash Meets Discipline 
    by Ches Crosbie  Club  Member 
 
Two four-inch spent casings of 
British manufacture stand either 
side of the fireplace in the Crow’s 
Nest Officers’ Club. Etched upon 
them are the words “Exeter-Graf 
Spee December 1939”. My wife 
and fellow club member Lois 
Hoegg, and I decided to personally 
investigate the history of this sto-
ried event on a recent trip to Ar-
gentina and Uruguay. 
 
At dawn on 13 December 1939, 
near the mouth of the River Plate 
between Uruguay and Argentina, 
the captain of Admiral Graf Spee, a 
Deutchland class panzerschiff 
(“pocket” battleship to the British 
press) sighted three British war-
ships on the horizon and chose to 
fight. It was the German's first — 
and fatal — mistake of the day. 
 
On a commerce-raiding mission in 
the South Atlantic, Graf Spee had 
sunk nine merchant vessels since 
the declaration of war between 
Germany and the United Kingdom 
on 3 September and now turned to 
prowl the rich merchant hunting 
grounds of the River Platte estuary 
between Argentina and Uruguay. 
Captain Hans Langsdorff incorrect-
ly assumed that the three warships 
were convoy escort destroyers. In 
reality, they were heavy cruiser 
HMS Exeter and two light cruisers 
— HMS Ajax and HMNZS Achil-
les — sent by the Royal Navy to 
hunt down and destroy the raider. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Captain Hans Langsdorff: Dashing 
 
Even after realizing his error in 
estimating the enemy’s strength, 
Captain Langsdorff continued to 
close aggressively. At approxi-

mately 06:18 he fired the first sal-
vo. 
 
Unluckily for Captain Langsdorff 
and Graf Spee, the British task 
force was commanded by the very 
officer who had recently completed 
two years on the staff of the Royal 
Naval War College, developing 
and teaching tactics for precisely 
this kind of encounter — a pocket 
battleship versus multiple lighter 
cruisers. Disciplined Royal Navy 
officer Commodore Henry Har-
wood immediately implemented 
the carefully prepared battle plan 
he had rehearsed with the task 
force the day before. With the goal 
of dividing Graf Spee’s fire, he 
ordered his cruisers to attack from 
separate directions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commodore Henry Harwood: Disciplined 
 
The distribution of gunnery and 
armour between the four vessels 
was as follows: 
Vessel 
Main Guns 
Secondary Guns 
Armour (Belt) 
Displacement (approx.) 
Admiral Graf Spee 
6 × 11.1-inch (28 cm) 
8 × 5.9-inch (15 cm) 
80–100 mm 
16,200 tons 
HMS Exeter 
6 × 8-inch (20.3 cm) 
8 × 4-inch 
76 mm (3 in) 
8,390 tons 
HMS Ajax 
8 × 6-inch (15.2 cm) 
8 × 4-inch 
76 mm (3 in) 
7,270 tons 
HMNZS Achilles 
8 × 6-inch (15.2 cm) 

8 × 4-inch 
76 mm (3 in) 
7,270 tons 
Captain Langsdorff’s second cardi-
nal mistake of the day was to fall in 
with Harwood’s plan. He initially 
directed all six of his 11.1-inch 
main guns against heavy cruiser 
Exeter to port, while his 5.9-inch 
secondary guns engaged the two 
lighter cruisers Ajax and Achilles 
to starboard. As the battle pro-
gressed and the light cruisers 
pressed their attacks from different 
directions, Langsdorff repeatedly 
shifted and split his main armament 
between the three British ships. 
 
The engagement was fought at 
widely varying ranges. It opened at 
long distance (around 18,000–
20,000 yards), where Graf Spee’s 
heavier guns held the advantage. 
As the fight developed, the British 
cruisers repeatedly closed in, at 
times bringing the range down to 
as little as 8,000–10,000 yards in a 
dramatic mix of long-range gun-
nery duels and closer, more intense 
action. 
 
Graf Spee’s mission was to sink 
enemy merchant shipping. German 
naval high command doctrine for 
commerce raiders was clear: avoid 
damage in any avoidable exchange 
with enemy warships — even when 
the odds favoured success — be-
cause even moderate damage could 
force the raider to abort her mis-
sion and return home. German 
pocket battleships had been memo-
rably described as “faster than any-
thing stronger and stronger than 
anything faster” precisely for this 
reason — to outrun battleships and 
outgun cruisers without ever need-
ing to fight a balanced fleet action 
like this one. 
 
But now Graf Spee was trading fire 
with three enemy warships, and it 
was too late for Captain Langsdorff 
to obey standing orders. Exeter was 
the greatest threat, and Graf Spee  
 
(continued on page 7)  

Battle of the South Atlantic: Exeter - Graf Spee December 1939 
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(Continued from page 6 ) 
 
hit her hard almost immediately. 
Her forward fire control director 
was destroyed, communications 
were severed, fires raged, and sev-
eral of her guns fell silent. Graf 
Spee was built for speed and had 
light belt armour for a battleship, so 
torpedoes were a concern for Cap-
tain Langsdorff. Exeter launched 
torpedoes, but at long range these 
were slow-moving, easy to spot, 
and easily dodged by Graf Spee. 
Then splinters from an 11.1-inch 
near miss killed Exeter’s torpedo 
crews and damaged the tubes and 
communications, making it hard to 
aim and fire effectively. 
 
Despite taking devastating punish-
ment, Exeter remained Graf Spee’s 
greatest threat. During the battle she 
placed what would prove to be the 
strategically critical shot. An eight-
inch shell from Exeter penetrated 
two decks near Graf Spee’s smoke-
stack and exploded in her fuel pro-
cessing plant. Unable to sustain 
more damage, Exeter soon retired 
from the battle under a smoke 
screen. Taking the brunt of the more 
powerful ship's attack, she suffered 
61 killed and 23 wounded, com-
pared to Graf Spee’s 36 killed and 
60 wounded. 
 
In Montevideo, Captain Langsdorff 
oversaw the burial of the German 
sailors (their graves can still be seen 
in the city cemetery; although offi-
cial sources say thirty-six German 
dead, Lois and I counted forty-one 
crosses). Damage-control reports 
revealed that Exeter's hit to Graf 
Spee’s fuel purification plant left 
her with only about sixteen hours of 
usable fuel. Under the treaties then 
in force, neutral Uruguay could 
grant only temporary refuge; the 
wounded warship was required to 
depart within seventy-two hours. 
This was nowhere near enough time 
for proper repairs. Langsdorff knew 
that whether a superior British force 
awaited him just beyond territorial 
waters or hunted him across the 
open sea, both Graf Spee’s career 
and his own were effectively over. 
 

Hans Langsdorff had been almost 
four months at sea in lonely com-
mand of a commerce raider, know-
ing his ship was both hunter and 
hunted. He made the fatal mistake 
of disregarding naval high com-
mand doctrine for commerce raiders 
— approved by Hitler — which was 
to avoid conflict with enemy war-
ships so as not to jeopardize the 
mission. The stress, tension and 
tedium of such a mission would 
grind on the judgement of any com-
mander. Could it be that at last he 
just wanted, as expressed in the old 
naval toast, “A willing foe and sea 
room”? 
 
A traditional German naval officer 
and no fanatical Nazi, Langsdorff 
had spared the lives of all aboard 
the nine sunken enemy merchant 
vessels by taking them into custody 
and was determined to spare the 
lives of his own remaining crew. He 
ordered the destruction of the Enig-
ma machine and code books, then 
instructed the ship to be scuttled.  
 
On hearing of the scuttling, Hitler 
was furious. He declared that Graf 
Spee should have gone down 
fighting with glory under fire — 
and that she should have sunk Exe-
ter. As to the sinking of Exeter, 
Hitler may have had a point: had 
Langsdorff ignored Harwood’s divi-
sion-of-fire tactic and concentrated 
all six 11.1-inch turret guns and 
some of the eight 5.9-inch midship 
guns on the heavy cruiser from the 
outset, Exeter may well have been 
silenced or sunk quickly. 
 
In the end, the Battle of the River 
Plate was a tactical victory for the 
impetuous Graf Spee but a strategic 
victory for the disciplined British. 
The German raider lay on the bot-
tom of the estuary while the Royal 
Navy gained a much-needed morale 
boost at one of the lowest points of 
the early war.It was also the end for 
Captain Langsdorff. Two days after 
the scuttling, he committed suicide 
in Buenos Aires, dressed in full 
naval uniform. The well-tended 
grave of this dashing and humane 
officer may be viewed today in the 

German section of La Chacarita 
Cemetery in Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na, where it remains the site of a 
respectful memorial vigil held each 
year on the anniversary of his death. 
 
Postscript 
I wish to acknowledge the expert 
assistance of Club member David 
Broom, who has served in both the 
British and Canadian Navies. He 
confirmed with me that the shells 
near the fireplace are four-inch 
shells of British manufacture. HMS 
Exeter was armed with 6 x 
8” (203mm, 3 x twin turrets) naval 
guns and 4 x 4” (102mm) anti-
aircraft cannons. At least three 
Newfoundlander Royal Navy sail-
ors served on HMS Exeter. 
 
Post Post Script 
When in late years investors raised 
the stern adornment (German eagle 
clutching Nazi swastika) from the 
wreck, opinions as to what to do 
with the artifact sharply divided. 
Because it was an official Nazi 
symbol on a major warship, it has 
been treated as a reminder of Nazi 
militarism rather than a neutral dec-
oration, with concerns that it could 
be used for propaganda or extremist 
glorification. The artifact was not 
available for viewing when Lois 
and I were in Montevideo. It is to be 
hoped that these concerns will be 
overcome, and this artifact of histo-
ry housed in an appropriate setting, 
perhaps the Montevideo naval mu-
seum, with contextual explanation.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graf Spee stern adornment: to see or not to see? 
   
  (continued on page 8) 
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Graf Spee burning and listing after being scuttled 
on 17 December 1939. 

Captain Hans Langsdorff’s grave  
in La Chacarita Cemetery, Buenos 

Top left; Grafff Spee starboard view 
Top Centre: Gaff Spee looking port 

view 

Gun Shield Graffiti 
In The Battle Of The Atlantic 

A new book celebrating one of the Crow's Nest Offic-
ers' Club's most distinctive treasures is now available. 

Gun Shield Graffiti in the Battle of the Atlantic: 
Stories and Artwork from Allied and Merchant Na-
vies in WWII explores the remarkable collection of 
wartime gun shield art displayed throughout the 
Crow's Nest. Created by sailors serving aboard Allied 
and merchant vessels during the Second World War, 
these colourful and often deeply personal pieces tell 
stories of courage, camaraderie, humour, and sacri-
fice. 

The book provides historical context for the artwork 
while highlighting the important role the Crow's Nest 
played as a gathering place for naval personnel during 
the Battle of the Atlantic. It also helps preserve the 
legacy of a collection that remains an important part 
of the club's heritage. 

Published by Boulder Books, the hardcover edition is 
available for purchase through the publisher and se-
lected local bookstores. It is a welcome addition to the 
library of anyone with an interest in naval history, the 
Battle of the Atlantic, or the enduring story of the 
Crow's Nest. 

(Continued from page 7 ) 
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The Crow's Nest has received a letter of thanks from 
a visiting Royal Canadian Navy ship, expressing ap-
preciation for the hospitality shown during their re-
cent stay in St. John's. The Commanding Officer J.M. 
Lisi thanked the Crow's Nest for their warm welcome 
and for the pride they take in preserving such a spe-

cial institution. She added that the ship's company is 
already looking forward to returning later this sum-
mer. Recognition like this speaks to the Crow's Nest 
tradition of making visiting military personnel feel 
right at home. 

Correspondence 
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Battle Of The Atlantic Mess Dinner 

By Brian O’Connell 

Honouring Those Who Served: 
The Battle of the Atlantic Mess 
Dinner 

Each year, members and guests 
gather at the Crow's Nest Officers' 
Club for one of the most meaningful 
traditions in the club's calendar, the 
Battle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner. 

The Battle of the Atlantic was the 
longest continuous military cam-
paign of the Second World War, 
lasting from 1939 to 1945. New-
foundland and Labrador played a 
vital role in that struggle, with St. 
John's serving as a key convoy as-
sembly port and naval base. Thou-
sands of sailors from Allied navies 
and merchant ships passed through 
our harbour as they escorted the 
men, equipment, and supplies need-
ed to sustain the war effort in Eu-
rope. 

The annual mess dinner is more than 
a social occasion. It is an opportuni-
ty to remember those who faced the 
dangers of the North Atlantic and 
those who never returned home. It 
honours the courage, sacrifice, and 
determination of the naval personnel 
and merchant mariners who helped 
secure victory in one of history's 
most challenging campaigns. 

For the Crow's Nest, the connection 
is especially profound. During the 
war years, the club became a home 
away from home for officers from 
Allied nations. The stories, tradi-
tions, and wartime memorabilia pre-
served within its walls serve as last-
ing reminders of that extraordinary 
period in history. 

As members raise a glass and ob-
serve the customs of the mess din-
ner, they do so not only in keeping 
with naval tradition, but in recogni-
tion of a debt owed to a generation 
whose service helped shape the 

world we know today. 

The Battle of the Atlantic Mess Din-
ner ensures that their legacy endures, 
and that future generations under-
stand the price that was paid for 
peace and freedom. 

We will remember them, 

Top Photo: L-R: Club Members Gary Walsh,  
Malcolm McDowell, and Gary Green. 

 
Bottom Photo: L-R: Malcolm McDowell and Mark Critch  
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Crow's Nest to be Featured on     
Land & Sea 

The Crow's Nest Officers' Club will 
soon be in the national spotlight as 
CBC's Land & Sea prepares a feature 
story for its 2027 season. 

As part of the production, the Land 
& Sea team attended this year's Bat-
tle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner and 
also spent time at the club meeting 
with members from a variety of 
backgrounds and generations. The 
goal was to capture not only the rich 
history of the Crow's Nest, but also 
the people who continue to keep its 
traditions alive. 

Members were invited to visit the 
club on Friday, May 22, for informal 
interviews and conversations with 
the production team. Participation 
extended beyond the Board of Direc-
tors, reflecting the belief that the 
story of the Crow's Nest belongs to 
all who have passed through its 
doors. 

The upcoming episode will offer 
viewers an opportunity to learn more 
about this National Historic Site and 
the important role it has played in 
Newfoundland and Labrador's mili-
tary and naval heritage. Just as im-
portantly, it will showcase the sense 
of community and fellowship that 
continues to define the Crow's Nest 
today. 

Members can look forward to seeing 
familiar faces and hearing stories 
that help preserve and celebrate the 
enduring legacy of the Crow's Nest 
Officers' Club. 
 

This summer, members of the 
public once again have the op-
portunity to experience one of 
Newfoundland and Labrador's 
most remarkable historic treas-
ures. 

Free guided tours of the Crow's Nest 
Officers' Club will be offered every 
Sunday this month beginning at 1 
p.m. The tours provide visitors with 
a unique glimpse into the club's sto-
ried past and its enduring connection 
to the Battle of the Atlantic. 

Founded in 1942 during the Second 
World War, the Crow's Nest served 
as a gathering place for Allied naval 
officers stationed in St. John's. At the 
time, the city had become one of the 
most important convoy assembly 
points in the North Atlantic. Thou-
sands of merchant sailors and naval 
personnel passed through the har-
bour as they escorted vital supplies 
to Britain and the European theatre 
of war. 

Within the walls of the Crow's Nest, 
officers found a place of respite and 
fellowship during some of the war's 
darkest days. Today, the club re-
mains much as it was during that era. 
Visitors can view an extraordinary 
collection of wartime memorabilia, 
including ship models, photographs, 
artifacts and the famous gun shield 
artwork created by sailors from Al-
lied and merchant vessels. These 
pieces, many of which are unique to 
the Crow's Nest, tell stories of ser-
vice, sacrifice, humour and hope. 

Recognized as a National Historic 
Site of Canada, the Crow's Nest con-
tinues to preserve and share the lega-
cy of those who served at sea during 
the Battle of the Atlantic. The guided  

 

 

tours offer insight not only into the 
club's history, but also into the im-
portant role Newfoundland played in 
the Allied war effort. 

The tours are suitable for history 
enthusiasts, local residents, visitors 
from away and families looking to 
learn more about this important 
chapter of our province's past. To 
accommodate families, the club bar 
will remain closed during the tour 
period, meaning children are wel-
come to attend until 2 p.m. 

Whether you have visited the Crow's 
Nest many times or are stepping 
through its doors for the very first 
time, the summer tours offer a 
chance to connect with a living piece 
of history and gain a deeper appreci-
ation for the men and women whose 
service helped shape the world we 
know today. 

Tours are free of charge and begin 
each Sunday at 1 p.m. throughout the 
month. No reservations are required. 
All are welcome to come aboard and 
discover the stories that continue to 
make the Crow's Nest one of New-
foundland and Labrador's most cher-
ished landmarks. 

Upcoming Events 

Step Back in Time with Summer 
Tours at the Crow's Nest 
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    Bernard “Bernie” Pecore 
 
Bernard "Bernie" Pecore passed 
peacefully away in his sleep on 
March 31, 2026, at the age of 90. 

A proud Canadian and dedicated 
sailor, Bernie served with distinction 
in the Royal Canadian Navy for 35 
years. His career included service 
during the Korean Conflict, tracking 
Soviet submarines during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and rising through the 
ranks from seaman to officer. Fol-
lowing his naval career, he contribut-
ed to the Halifax-class Canadian 
Patrol Frigate program. A particular 
source of pride was serving aboard 
HMCS Saguenay as a member of its 
first crew in 1956 and later witness-
ing his son, Leonard, sail aboard the 
vessel during its final voyage in 
1990. 

Above all else, Bernie was devoted 
to his wife of 68 years, Lois Jefferies 
Pecore (1937–2024). Their lifelong 
love, shared appreciation of music, 
and unwavering commitment to one 
another inspired all who knew them. 

Bernie is lovingly remembered by 
his son Leonard (Melissa); grand-
daughters Julia Pecore (Francis), 
Lauren Pecore, and Joanna Pecore; 
Gina Pecore; and the many friends 
he made throughout his life, includ-
ing those at Parkland. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Carl Winston Robbins 
 
Carl Winston Robbins passed away 
on April 5, 2026, at the age of 81, 
during a walk on Easter Sunday, an 
activity that had always brought him 
joy. 

Born in Lumsden, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Carl was the son of 
Archibald and Mabel Robbins. He 
was predeceased by his beloved 
wife, Dorothy, and son, Todd. He is 
lovingly remembered by his chil-
dren, Ian (Jennifer) and Megan 
(Andrew); his cherished grandchil-
dren, Isaac, Amelia, Murray, and 
Nyla; his brothers Angus and Max 
(Bonnie); and a large circle of niec-
es, nephews, extended family, and 
friends. 

A respected family physician, Carl 
touched countless lives through his 
compassion, wisdom, and dedication 
to his patients, colleagues, and stu-
dents. He had a remarkable gift for 
connecting with people and making 
those around him feel seen and cared 
for. Outside of medicine, he found 
happiness in music, playing guitar 
and singing, exploring the outdoors, 
and travelling with those he loved. 

Carl leaves behind a legacy of kind-
ness, service, and devotion to family 
and community. He will be deeply 
missed by all who had the privilege 
of knowing him. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Maj. (R) Ian Staunton Wishart.  
 
We are saddened to announce the pass-
ing of Rev. Dr. Maj. (R) Ian Staunton 
Wishart. 

Predeceased by his beloved wife, Jean, 
and his parents, Dr. Staunton and Estelle 
Wishart, Ian is survived by his daughter 
Janet (Bob Southern), son David (Lisa 
Moores), brother David of Toronto, sister 
Alison of Cambridge, Ontario, and their 
families, as well as the MacKay, Gerrard, 
McKee, Morgan, and Harley families. 

Ian devoted his life to faith, service, and 
community. He served as minister of St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (The 
Kirk) in St. John’s from 1972 until his 
retirement in 1998, while continuing to 
support both St. Andrew’s and St. Mat-
thew’s Presbyterian Church in Grand 
Falls in the years that followed. 

His commitment to service extended to 
the Canadian Armed Forces, from his 
early days as a Naval Cadet at Royal 
Roads Military College to his roles with 
HMCS Queen, the 48th Highlanders, the 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment, and the 
Newfoundland Militia District. He also 
served as Chaplain to Branch 56 of the 
Royal Canadian Legion and to the Royal 
Canadian Legion Newfoundland and 
Labrador Provincial Command. 

Ian was actively involved in many organ-
izations, including the 1st St. Andrew’s 
Scout Group, the St. John’s Rotary Club, 
the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club, and the 
Royal Canadian Military Institute. He 
will be remembered for his dedication to 
others, his leadership, and his enduring 
commitment to faith, remembrance, and 
community service. 

Crossed The Bar 


