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Fall  2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 

 
It has been a full and satisfying fall 
at the Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club, a 
season marked by steady activity, 
familiar routines, and the simple 
pleasure of members spending time 
together. As summer gave way to 
cooler days and darker evenings, the 
Nest continued to be a place of 
warmth and welcome, where conver-
sation flowed easily and the pace felt 
comfortably familiar. 

Throughout the fall, members made 
good use of the Club in all the ways 
that matter most. Some stopped in 
briefly, others stayed awhile, but 
every visit added to the life of the 
place. From quiet afternoons to live-
ly evenings, the rooms at 88 Water 
Street reflected what the Crow’s 
Nest has always been: a gathering 
place built on shared experience, 
mutual respect, and a strong sense of 
belonging. 

We were pleased to welcome visit-
ing sailors from the RCN and other 
Navies, veterans, and guests from 
near and far over the past several 
months.  

 

The tradition of hospitality remains 
one of the Club’s defining qualities, 
and it was on full display again this 
fall. Informal gatherings, mess din-
ners, and time spent  reconnecting, 
and renewing friendships, and wel-
come new faces into the fold. 

As the season moved toward winter, 
the Nest began to take on the unmis-
takable feeling of Christmas. Deco-
rations appeared, familiar seasonal 
touches returned, and the atmos-
phere shifted to one of reflection and 
good cheer. Thanks to the members 
involved in the decorating for the 
holiday season. 

Christmas at the Crow’s Nest has 
always been about more than the 
calendar. It is about shared memo-
ries, long-standing traditions, and 
the comfort of spending time in a 
place that feels like a second home 
to so many. 

The holidays also offer a chance to 
pause and appreciate the people who 
make the Club what it is. The steady 
engagement of our members 
throughout the fall has been deeply 
appreciated.  

Attendance at events and the every-
day courtesies exchanged between 
members reflect the pride people 
feel in the Nest and in each other. 
These small moments are what qui-
etly sustain the spirit of the Club 
year after year.  

This time of year also invites reflec-
tion. For many, the Crow’s Nest is 
closely tied to memories of ship-
mates, friends, and loved ones who 
are no longer with us.  

Their presence is still felt in the sto-
ries told, the traditions observed, and 
the sense of continuity that defines 
the Club. Remembering them is part 
of honouring the history we all 
share. 

As we approach Christmas, I want to 
extend sincere thanks to every mem-
ber for your support and goodwill 
over the past season. Your participa-
tion, whether frequent or occasional, 
contributes to the strength and char-
acter of the Crow’s Nest. It is be-
cause of you that the Club remains a 
place of fellowship, respect, and 
warmth. 

On behalf of the Board, I offer warm 
Christmas greetings to you and your 
families. May the holiday season 
bring peace, good health, and time 
spent with those who matter most.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of 
you at the Nest over the holidays and 
into the New Year, and to continuing 
the traditions that have made the 
Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club such a 
special place for generations. 
 
Brian  
 
 

Brian O’Connell 
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Welcome Aboard  
New Members 
(as of Nov. 30, 2025) 

The Crow’s Nest 
PO Box 23161, 
RPO Churchill Square
  
St. John’s, NL 
Canada  
A1B 4J9  
 
email: 
crowsnoc@nf.aibn.com 
 
Website: 
www.crowsnestnl.ca 
 
Telephone: 709-753-6927 
 
Editor: Brian O’Connell 
 

Crow’s Nest Social Media 

Members and non-members can keep up with club events by following the 
Crow’s Nest on Twitter @crowsnestnl. Or, follow the Crow’s Nest on 
Facebook at Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club and on Instagram 
@crowsnestnl for the latest news and photos from the Crow’s Nest  
Officers’ Club.  

Local: 
 
Dr. Latonia Hartery    Ted Lomond    Gina Pecore 
Deborah Inkpen    Steven Brooks   Stefanie Tuff 
Mark Duggan    David Green    Isaac Goulding 
Baard Thingstad    Kelley Power   David Rowe 
Dr. Brian Stonehocker   Laura King    Ashley Skinner 

Away:  
 
Paul Stevens, Vanderhoof, BC    Dominic Castelli, Cote St. Luc, QC 
Richard McCarty, Edmonton, AB    Cullen Worth, Chilliwack, BC 
SLt. Daniel Madden, Sudbury, ON   Michel Larocque, Kingston, ON 
Brian Mackie, Toronto, ON    David Garvin, Oromocto, NB 
James Encalada, Medford, MA, USA   Don Woodford, Ottawa, ON 
Maurice Glavine, Springdale, NL    Andy Majury, Ajax, ON 
Cdr (Ret’d) Scott Healey, Ottawa, ON   Donald Davis, Surrey, BC 
RAdm (Ret’d) Russell Moore, Victoria, BC  Fuat Sezer, Portland, TX, USS 
Lori Peach-Sezer, Portland, TX, USA   Cdr (Ret’d) Bruce Melville, Victoria, BC 
LCdr Fred Promoli, Fox Harbour, NS   Joseph Frey, Toronto, ON 
Fiona Hawkshaw, London, UK    Fabian Kenny, Chemainus, BC 
Claire Bromley-White, Ottawa, ON   John Huddart, Twillingate, NL 
Marnie Power, Gatineau, QC Cdr (Ret’d)   Jeff Conrad, Liscomb, NS 
Rob Sutherland, Ottawa, ON    Greg Fayarchuk, Burlington, ON 
Todd Ross, St. Andrews, NB    Erik Sundholm, Mercer Island, WA, USA 
Vicky Bagwalla, Richmond Hill, ON   Chuck Gouett, Meaford, ON 
Dennis Gorya, Richmond Hill, ON 

Student Member: 
 
Drake Logan 
 
Kimberley Keats 
 
Life: 
 

Jeff  Peddle, Fort McMurray,  
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Club Activities and Presentations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Addition to Our Collection 
 
This past summer, the Crow’s Nest was honoured to 
receive the Rainbow Veterans of Canada badge. It 
stands out immediately, not only for what it represents, 
but because it is the first badge in our collection to carry 
the crown of King Charles III.  

For anyone who spends time in our building and knows 
our walls well, it marks a clear shift from the long-
familiar crown of Queen Elizabeth II that appears on so 
many of our historic pieces. 

The Crow’s Nest Military Artefacts Association, better 
known as the CNMAA, continues its careful work of 
preserving every item that tells the story of this place. 
Their volunteers study the history, catalogue each piece, 
and make thoughtful decisions about how and where 
these artefacts should be displayed.  

In the photo, you can see how they chose to position the 
new badge beside the bylaws of another group once kept 
at a distance. Women, in the early days of the club, were 
allowed inside only on Tuesday evenings. It is a detail 
that reminds us how much the world has changed and 
how far we have come. 

The placement of these two items side by side says 
something important. It reflects a growing respect for all 
who served and a recognition of communities that were 
once overlooked or excluded. It also challenges us to 
keep telling the full story of this club, not just the  
comfortable parts.  
 
The Rainbow Veterans badge now takes its place among 
our treasures as both a tribute and a reminder of our 
ongoing responsibility to honour every chapter of our 
shared history. 

Above: CNMAA board member Steve Foster 
gets the Rainbow Veterans badge ready for its 
new home beside the Legend of the Crow’s 
Nest sign. Below: The Rainbow Veterans badge 
now officially joins the CNMAA collection. 

Photo right: Members of the Rainbow Veterans 
present CNOC President Brian O’Connell and 
CNOC Treasurer Margaret Morris with the newly 
awarded Rainbow Veterans badge. 
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Members’ News 

     Steiner Engeset honoured at Turning the Tide 

 
Away member Steiner Engeset was recently recognized with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award at the annual Turning the Tide Ma-
rine Industry Awards gala in St. John’s, an event that celebrates 
leadership and long service in Newfoundland and Labrador’s ma-
rine sector.  

The Lifetime Achievement honour is reserved for individuals 
whose work has helped grow the industry while also strengthening 
the communities that depend on it. Steiner’s career in the offshore 
fishing industry spans decades on Canada’s East Coast. A Norwe-
gian Canadian, he built companies involved in harvesting, pro-
cessing, and cold storage, and became known as a forward thinker 
in sustainable, high value seafood products.  

He also served for 24 years as Honorary Royal Norwegian Consul for Nova Scotia, using that role to champion 
both Canadian and Norwegian veterans and to support projects such as the Camp Norway Foundation.  

 

          UK member Andy Street knighted 

 
UK member Andy Street has been knighted in the New Year 
Honours granted by King Charles III, in recognition of his 
long record of public service.  

Andy is best known nationally as the former Mayor of the 
West Midlands, a role he held for two terms after winning the 
inaugural election for the post in 2017.  

Before entering politics, Andy spent nearly three decades 
with John Lewis, rising to become Managing Director of the 
company.  
 
The knighthood acknowledges his contribution to economic 
growth, regional leadership, and his work on behalf of com-
munities in and around Birmingham and the wider West Mid-
lands. 
 
 
Congratulations to Steiner and Andy on these well-deserved 

honours. Their achievements reflect years of dedication, service, and leadership, and the Crow’s Nest is proud to 
count them among our members. 
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Presentations 

 

Above: Happy Birthday to Club Treasurer Margaret Morris. A 
long-time board member and the keeper of so much of our his-
tory, Margaret’s dedication helps shape the spirit of the Crow’s 
Nest every day. 

Top Photo: Quinn Corbett of Maine, visiting with his wife 
Andrea, stopped by the Crow’s Nest on August 29 to donate 
a Canadian Coast Guard beret he had received years earlier. 
Long before the Coast Guard was formally created in 1962, 
its roots ran deep in Canada’s marine story through the old 
Marine Service of the Department of Transport, which han-
dled aids to navigation, marine regulation, and icebreaking 
as far back as the early twentieth century. That legacy even-
tually came together under one national service when the 
Canadian Coast Guard was officially established. The 
CNOC is proud to count many Coast Guard personnel 
among its members, so this beret is a meaningful addition to 
our growing collection.  

Left Photo: Author Jeff Peddle presents his book Rum 101 
to Club Treasurer Margaret Morris. The book traces New-
foundland’s deep history with rum, from trade routes to tall 
tales, and it’s a fitting gift for the Crow’s Nest, where rum 
has been part of the story since the doors first opened in 
1942. Some would say the only thing that’s aged better than 
the club is the rum itself. 
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Presentations  

 

Sherry Lundrigan, a CNOC board member 
and President of the CNMAA, places her cap 
behind the bar at the Crow’s Nest and rings the 
bell with her partner Jennifer Michael beside 
her.  

Cap placements at the Nest aren’t formal or 
tied to any tradition. Members do it when the 
moment feels meaningful, and Sherry never 
had that chance when she left the Navy. 

The recent visit from the Rainbow Veterans 
gave her that opportunity. As a representative 
of the Rainbow Veterans, she chose to mark 
her service in a simple but long-overdue way. 

Her cap now sits behind the bar because it  
mattered to her, adding another piece to the  
ongoing story of the Crow’s Nest Officers’ 
Club. 
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By Bert Riggs  
 

If you grew up in St. John’s 
and are old enough, you should be 
able to remember the drugstore that 
was on the west corner of Water 
Street where it intersects with Job 
Street. Today the drugstore is gone 
but the site and the man who owned 
it are recognized by a plaque, com-
memorating the role he played as a 
member of the Royal Newfoundland 
Regiment in the First World War. 
That man was Tommy Ricketts, and 
it was his heroic action on October 
14, 1918 that earned him the Victo-
ria Cross, the highest honour that 
could be awarded to any soldier 
who fought under the British flag. 

 
Thomas (Tommy) Ricketts 

was born in Middle Arm, White 
Bay, on April 15, 1901, the son of 
Amelia Castle and John Ricketts. He 
may have received some basic edu-
cation in his home town, but he was 
unable to write his name: when he 
enlisted in the Newfoundland Regi-
ment, he signed his Attestation Pa-
per with an X. That enlistment took 
place on September 02, 1916. As he 
was only 15 years 4½ months old at 
that time, it may also be safe to as-
sume that he couldn’t count either. 
On his Attestation Paper his age is 
recorded as being 18 years 3 
months. He gives his occupation as 
fisherman. 

 
Ricketts was following in 

the footsteps of his older brother, 
George, who had enlisted in the 

Newfoundland Regiment of July 14, 
1915 and was already overseas 
when Tommy decided to join up. 
The Regiment was eager for new 
recruits, so, in all likelihood, no one 
questioned Ricketts when he gave 
his inflated age. His Regimental 
number was 3102. 

 
After four months of train-

ing in St. John’s, Ricketts was part 
of a cohort of recruits who sailed on 
the SS Florizel for England, leaving 
port on January 30, 1917. He en-
dured another five months of train-
ing at Ayr, Scotland, before being 
sent to Western Europe as part of 
the British Expeditionary Force. He 
joined the Newfoundland Regiment 
in the field on July 02, 1917. He saw 
action at Steenbeek, Belgium, dur-
ing the summer, and then at Cam-
brai, France, where he received a 
gunshot wound in the right thigh on 
November 20. He was invalided to 
England and admitted to the First 
general Hospital in London the 28th. 
His wound was not too serious, as 
he was released and assigned to du-
ties at the Depot on December 19.  
Ricketts remained at the Depot until 
the following spring, when he left to 
rejoin his Battalion on April 04. He 
was thrown into the fighting right 
away, at Bailleul, France. While he 
was in hospital, his brother was de-
clared to be missing in action and 
presumed dead. 

 
By the Fall of 1918, an end 

to the war was a distinct possibility. 
The German were determined to 
hold on to as much of the territory 
they had captured in order to 
strengthen their bargaining power at 
the peace talks. The British and 
French and their allies were just as 
determined not to allow that to hap-
pen. In October the Newfoundland-
ers were involved in a British as-
sault at Ledeghem, Belgium. On the 
13th they were part of an attack on 
the German troops who controlled 
the area, but were hindered by heavy 
smoke, and later by darkness. The 
next morning, even though the 

smoke persisted, several members of 
the Regiment attempted to outflank 
a German position but they were 
running low on ammunition. Rick-
etts, with German machine guns 
strafing around him as he ran, dou-
bled back more than 91 metres to 
get the needed ammunition and re-
turned with it to the front line. This 
enabled his comrades to rout the 
enemy from their emplacement. 
Ricketts and his platoon then over-
took the German battery, capturing 
four field guns, four machine guns 
and eight German soldiers. 

 
For his actions, Ricketts 

was awarded the Victoria Cross, the 
only member of the Newfoundland 
Regiment and the youngest member 
of the British armies to receive that 
honour in the war. It was presented 
to him by King George V in a spe-
cial ceremony at York Cottage, at 
Sandringham, on January 19, 1919. 
In what was surely a difficult day 
for the King, his son Prince John 
having died of an epileptic seizure 
the day before at the age of 14, he 
spoke with him and then presented 
him with his medal. He then turned 
to his daughter, Princess Mary and 
remarked “This is the youngest V. 
C. in the army”. Ricketts later ad-
mitted to a reporter for the London 
Daily Mirror that he was nervous 
about meeting the King, but that 
“His kind manner soon put me at 
ease, and he talked to me for about 
ten minutes, and I hope I made sen-
sible replies to his questions.” 

 
Continued on page 8 
 
 

 

Sergeant Thomas Ricketts (1901-1967) 
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Ricketts married Edna Ed-
wards of St. John’s in 1933: they 
were the parents of Dolda (who also 
became a pharmacist), and Thomas. 
He died at St. John’s on February 10, 
1967, two months before his 66th 
birthday. He was buried with a state 
funeral from St. Thomas’s Anglican 
Church. Edna survived him by 43 
years: she died on May 20, 2010, at 
age 97. 

Ricketts was a quiet man 
who refused to capitalize on his he-
roic deeds that resulted in his receiv-
ing the Victoria Cross. He even re-
fused an invitation to meet Queen 
Elizabeth during one of her visits to 
Newfoundland, preferring not to 
draw attention to himself. However, 
his act of heroism is recorded for 
posterity in the pages of The London 
Gazette for January 09, 1919, a last-
ing record of this very humble man. 

  

“For most conspicuous 
bravery and devotion to duty on the 
14th October, 1918, during the ad-
vance from Ledeghem, when the 
attack was temporarily held up by 
heavy hostile fire and the platoon to 
which he belonged suffered severe 
casualties from the fire of a battery 
at point-blank range. 

 
Pte. Ricketts at once volun-

teered to go forward with his section 
commander and a Lewis gun to at-
tempt to outflank the battery. Ad-
vancing by short rushes under heavy 
fire from the enemy machine-gun 
with the hostile battery, their ammu-
nition was exhausted when still 300 
yards from the battery. The enemy, 
seeing an opportunity to get their 
field-guns away, began to bring up 
their gun teams. Pte. Ricketts, at 
once realising the situation, double 
back 100 yards under the heaviest 

machine-gun fire, procured further 
ammunition, and dashed back again 
to the Lewis gun, and by very accu-
rate fire drove the enemy and the 
gun teams into a farm. … 

 
By his presence of mind in 

anticipating the enemy intention and 
his utter disregard of personal safe-
ty, Pte Ricketts secured the further 
supply of ammunition which directly 
resulted in these important captures 
and undoubtedly saved many lives.” 
 
Previously published in The New-
foundland Quarterly, Fall 2018, Vol. 
111(2), pp. 60-61. 
 
 

Continued from page 7 

Crossed The Bar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ernest George Reid, aged 82, of St. 
John’s, passed away on July 19, 
2025. Known to everyone as Ernie, 
he shared a full life marked by good 
humour, sharp wit and easy friend-
ship. His warmth and charm left an 
impression on all who knew him. 

Predeceased by his wife Peggy, his 
parents Ernest and Irene, and his 
sisters Phyllis and Elizabeth. Leav-
ing to remember him with fondness 

are his children Ellen Beth, Charlotte 
and Andrew, his granddaughters Joni 
and Lexi, and a wide circle of ex-
tended family and friends. 

Born in 1943, Ernie often spoke of 
growing up in post-war St. John’s, 
summers at C.L.B. camp, and school 
days at Bishop Feild and Bishop’s 
College. He graduated from Memori-
al University and Dalhousie Law 
School, and served in the Navy as a 
Lieutenant RCN (R) in 1968. 

Ernie built a distinguished career as 
a partner with Stewart McKelvey. 
He served as Chancellor of the An-
glican Diocese of Eastern New-
foundland and Labrador, President of 
the Newfoundland Branch of the 
Canadian Bar Association, and Presi-
dent of the Law Society of New-
foundland. 

He was active in many organiza-
tions, including the Rotary Club of 
St. John’s Northwest, the NLNAC, 
the Baden-Powell Guild, and was a 

proud member of the Crow’s Nest 
Officers’ Club. 

Ernie loved travelling with his wife 
Peggy, tending his roses, brewing 
wine and spending time at the cot-
tage with family and friends. His was 
a life well lived, remembered with 
gratitude by all who shared it. 

 

 

Ernest George Reid  


