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Presidentôs Message 

It has been an active and rewarding 

few months at the Crowôs Nest Offi-

cersô Club, with a full slate of events, 

visits, and gatherings over the winter, 

spring, and into the summer. As 

youôll see throughout this edition of 

Scuttlebutt, the energy and engage-

ment from members, guests, and 

visitors alike has made for a memo-

rable season. 

Weôve welcomed Royal Canadian 

Navy ships to the Club for mess din-

ners, played host to visiting veterans 

and special guests, and marked im-

portant commemorative dates, in-

cluding the Battle of the Atlantic and 

the 80th anniversary of its end. One 

of the highlights of the spring was 

the honour of hosting Her Honour 

Joan Marie Aylward, Lieutenant 

Governor of Newfoundland and Lab-

rador, and His Honour Carl Thomp-

son, at our Battle of the Atlantic 

Mess Dinner. Their presence made 

the occasion especially meaningful 

for all in attendance. 

 

In June, we were also pleased to wel-

come the cadets of RCSCC Terra 

Nova for a mess dinner at the Club. 

Reaching out to younger generations 

and helping them understand the 

traditions, values, and history behind 

the Crowôs Nest is something we 

view as essential. It connects the past 

to the future and ensures the story 

continues. 

Following our Annual General Meet-

ing, a number of long-serving mem-

bers of our Board have stepped aside. 

On behalf of the Club, I thank them 

for their service, leadership, and 

quiet efforts behind the scenes.  

Their work has helped keep the 

Crowôs Nest active and well-run. At 

the same time, Iôd like to welcome 

new board members Patricia Beh, 

John OôDea, Melvin Heath, and Bert 

Riggs. They join a dedicated group 

of volunteers at a pivotal time for the 

Club. You will learn more about our 

new board members in the fall edi-

tion of Scuttlebutt.  

As many of you know, our home at 

88 Water Street is now 130 years old. 

Its age brings both charm and chal-

lenge. In recent years, weôve done 

our best to manage building upkeep, 

but the time has come for a deeper 

look. Weôve engaged LAT49, an 

engineering firm based here in St. 

Johnôs, to conduct a detailed assess-

ment of the structure.  The full Feasi-

bility Study for our Renovation and 

Preservation Project currently under-

way will assess the buildingôs struc-

ture, systems, and preservation needs  

including protection of our valuable 

artifacts and collections. 

Their review will cover the build-

ingôs condition, necessary repairs, , 

and updates to electrical and other 

systems. Once the study is complete, 

we will need to make decisions about 

the next steps. This may involve ma-

jor repairs, restoration work, and 

upgrades, all of which will require 

funding. Weôll be exploring options 

in the months ahead and keeping 

members informed as plans take 

shape.  

The priority is clear: to ensure the 

long-term preservation and sustain-

ability of the Club so it can serve the 

next generation as well as it has 

served the last. 

On a more positive note, we are en-

couraged by the continued growth in 

membership, as shown on page two. 

It is a sign that the Club remains rele-

vant, connected, and meaningful. 

That support is what sustains us. 

I want to congratulate the Crowôs 

Nest members who received the 

King Charles III Coronation Medal. I 

was honoured to be among them 

Recipients include Diane Pitre, Al 

Brown, Ed Williams, Margaret Mor-

ris, Tony Young, the Honourable 

Clyde Wells, and Mark Critch. 

On behalf of the Board, thank you 

again for your continued interest and 

involvement. I wish you all a safe 

and pleasant summer. Weôll have 

more to share and more work ahead 

this fall. 

 

Brian  

 

Brian OôConnell 
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Welcome Aboard  

New Members, Tributes & Events 

The Crowôs Nest 

PO Box 23161, 

RPO Churchill Square

  

St. Johnôs, NL 

Canada  

A1B 4J9  

 
email: crows-

noc@nf.aibn.com 

 

Website: 

www.crowsnestnl.ca 

 

Telephone: 709-753-6927 

 

Editor: Brian OôConnell 

Proof Reader:  

Crowôs Nest Social Media 

Tributes:  Harold Duffett, Wayne Ludlow, Karl Kenny 

 

Members Awarded King Charles III Medal:   

Diane Pitre, Al Brown, Ed Williams, Margaret Morris, Tony Young, Brian OôConnell, Hon. Clyde Wells, Mark Critch 

 

Events: 

Burnsô Supper / Corvette Wake / Premierôs coin presentation / HMCS Montreal / B of A mess dinner with Lt Gov / RCSCC 

Terra Nova Cadet mess dinner / visit by Hannes Poeckl 

 

Welcome Aboard   

 

In Town:  

Bert Riggs  Luke OôBrien   Gary Tilley  Anastasia Gibbons 

Etienne Willaume Jeff Marshall   Grant Jones   Peter Morey 

Tracy Rodgers  David Browne   Bruce Vey  Emma Slaney 

Natalie Hiscock Tina Pennell   Valerie Abela  Peter Barron 

Samantha Roul  Erin Brophy   Barry Lawlor  Robert (Joe) Bowers 

Reagan Clements Peter Cowan   Megan Burt   

Ian Kelly  Hon. Joan Marie Aylward Michael Tiller 

Sara Swain  Hon. Carl Thompson  Natalie Spracklin 

         

     

Out of Town: 

Bob Stewart, Dartmouth, NS   Anne Wessels, Toronto, ON 

Bill Blaesing, USA    Ryan Pinkham, Upper Island Cove, NL 

Peter Kidd, Burlington, ON   Gabriel Lyberg, Stockholm, Sweden 

Byron Mullett, Dartmouth, NS   David Bezanson, Reisterstown, MD, USA 

Walter Heneghan, Barrie, ON   Michael Hamlyn, Halifax, NS 

LCol (Retôd) Sean Blundell, Barrie, ON Melinda Sam, Vancouver, BC 

Major Peter Dawson, Halifax, NS  Luc OôHara, Lethbridge, NL 

Patty Halliday, Conroe, TX, USA  LCdr Ryan Levasseur, Ottawa, ON 

Nathan Holdway, Petawawa, ON  Jane Londero, Yellowknife, YT 

Nicholas Fazah, Brookline, MA, USA  Doug McCallum, Winnipeg, MB 

Allan Miles, Thunder Bay, ON   Sherri, Ferguson, North Vancouver, BC 

Mike Fowler, Brockville, ON   Aaron Griffin, Stouffville, ON 

Kristian Ash, Hinesburg, VT, USA  Leigha Worth, Coquitlam, BC 

Lynn Oliver, Waterloo, ON   Arne Kislenko, Toronto, ON 

LCdr Jerome Deschenes, Gatineau, QC LCdr (Retôd) Robert Tucker, Kingston, ON   

 

Life Member:  

Hannes Poeckl, Salzburg, Austria 

 

New Acquisitions & Donations to the Crowôs Nest Military Artifacts Association: 

Hannes Poeckl ï fatherôs albums & memorabilia from U-190 

Wendy Hirschmann ï father-in-lawôs memorabilia from U-190 

Photographs of Old Uniform Nights from estate of Wayne Norman 

Members and non-members can keep up with club events by following the 

Crowôs Nest on Twitter @crowsnestnl. Or, follow the Crowôs Nest on 

Facebook at Crowôs Nest Officersô Club and on Instagram 

@crowsnestnl for the latest news and photos from the Crowôs Nest Offi-

cersô Club.  
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The Corvette Wake at the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club 

Each year, the Crowôs Nest Offi-

cersô Club holds the Corvette 

Wake, a mess dinner to remember 

the sailors who served on the 

small warships known as cor-

vettes during the Battle of the 

Atlantic. 

The event takes place each Febru-

ary and marks the anniversary of 

the sinking of HMCS Spikenard in 

1942. Itôs a chance to honour the 

crews who faced rough seas, long 

odds, and dangerous missions 

while escorting convoys during 

the war. 

Members and guests gathered in 

the historic clubroom, surrounded 

by wartime photos, memorabilia, 

and stories that have been passed 

down for generations. Speeches, 

toasts, and quiet moments of re-

flection filled the evening, re-

minding all present of the courage 

and sacrifice of those who served 

and those who never returned. We 

are keeping their memory alive 

and are passing on their legacy to 

new generations.  

Members and guests, including 

Leroy and Deanna Murphy, Tony 

and Yvette Young, and others, enjoy 

the evening. Crowôs Nest Vice Presi-

dent Wanda Stack served as Vice-

PMC Starboard.  

Members of the Head Table: Kim 

Paddon, Immediate Past President 

Dave Paddon, Gary Green, and 

PMC Jon Summers. 

Sub Lieutenant Colton Etheridge 

pours the port, a long-standing 

tradition at mess dinners, where 

the port is passed to the left and 

no port is consumed until the 

loyal toast.  

Guest Bill Graham, repre-

senting HMCS꜡Sackville, 

delivered the Corvette Wake 

toast. 

Crowôs Nest member and club 

historian Gary Green was the eve-

ningôs guest speaker. He thanked 

members for the invitation and for 

the special gift recognizing his 

contribution to the event. 
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Robbie Burns Night At The Crowôs Nest  

Left to right: Ian Gillies, Dr. David Allison (who played 

the bagpipes), Elizabeth Hamlyn, Gary Walsh, and Joe 

Gillies, dressed in traditional Scottish attire for a 

memorable and entertaining Burns Supper. 

Ian Gillies performs the Address to a Haggis during 

the Burns Supper, delivering Robbie Burnsô famous 

poem with tradition, flair, and a strong sense of  

ceremony. He paid tribute to the haggis and set the 

tone for an evening filled with laughter, heritage, and 

Scottish pride. 

Dr. David Allison 

playing the bag-

pipes at the Crowôs 

Nest Officersô Club 

Burns Supper, add-

ing a stirring touch 

to the eveningôs 

celebration. 

Members raise a toast during the Burns Super at 

the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club, an evening of tradi-

tion, laughter, and good company. 

Crowôs Nest board mem-

ber Gary Walsh arrived in 

traditional Scottish dress 

for the evening, adding to 

the spirit of the Burns 

Supper celebration. 
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Presentations 

 

Bob Stewart (LtCdr, Retôd) and Pat Stewart present a bell rope from HMCS꜡Sackville to Margaret Morris, Treas-

urer of the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club, during a recent visit to the club. 

Dr. Andrew Furey, former Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador presented a special gift to the Crowôs Nest Of-

ficersô Club, thanking the club for its participation in the 2024 return of the Unknown Soldier and for hosting him 

at a dinner last fall. Members of the club and Artifacts Committee were in attendance. 
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Presentations  

The Crowôs Nest badge, hand-

crafted by Lew Osmond, now 

hangs in the officersô mess at the 

German naval base in Wil-

helmshaven; a proud symbol of 

connection and camaraderie over-

seas. 

Crowôs Nest member Diane Pitre has been named to the Order of Canada 

for her decades of advocacy on behalf of LGBTQ+ members of the Cana-

dian Armed Forces. Dismissed from the military in 1980, she played a key 

role in securing a national apology in 2017. 

HMCS BYTOWN Presentation to the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club 

Commander (Retôd) William J. Mercer presented two 

historic artefacts from the former HMCS Bytown Ward-

room Mess in Ottawa to the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club.  

 

The donation marks the closure of Bytown after more 

than 80 years as a naval officersô mess. The first item is 

a vintage ñCrowsnestò direction sign that once guided 

officers up the stairs to the bar area in Ottawa.  

 

It now finds a fitting new home at the top of the stairs in 

the Crowôs Nest. The second is a 1957 site plan of Royal 

Canadian Navy facilities in St. Johnôs, originally pre-

pared by the Naval Service Construction Branch and 

gifted to Bytown in 1995 by Major Gordon Jenkins.  

 

The artifacts were gifted in perpetuity as a gesture of 

respect and connection between two historic naval insti-

tutions 
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Marking 80 Years: Remembering the Battle of the Atlantic 

A Journey of Memory and Reconnection 
 

This month marks the 80th anniversary of the end of the Battle of the Atlantic, the longest and most pivotal cam-

paign of the Second World War. For Newfoundland and Labrador, the impact was deeply personal. The war 

reached our shores, and the sacrifices made at sea remain a lasting part of our provinceôs history. 

As commemorations took place across Newfoundland and Labrador, the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club welcomed a 

special guest from Austria. Hanes Poeckl travelled more than 5,000 kilometres to St. Johnôs in search of answers 

about his fatherôs wartime service. ñI decided with my wife to come here and to see,ò said Poeckl, standing near the 

shoreline where the final chapter of the Battle of the Atlantic played out in May 1945. ñBecause this is a very 

unique chance.ò His father served aboard U-190, the German submarine that surrendered to the Royal Canadian 

Navy in Bay Bulls just days before the war ended. Only weeks earlier, the U-190 had torpedoed HMCS Esquimalt, 

the last Canadian warship lost in the conflict. But Poecklôs visit wasnôt about blame. ñFour months ago, I didnôt 

know too much about my fatherôs history,ò he said. ñThis was like a white area in the map of my history. So today I 

close this gap.ò While in St. Johnôs, Poeckl and his wife attended a memorial service and visited the Crowôs Nest, 

where a preserved part of the U-190 is on display. For him, the visit was both emotional and meaningful. ñThe 

chance to see an original part of the U-boat, which was only existing in my fantasy, now for real. This is amazing.ò 

We were honoured to host Mr. Poeckl and to be part of this deeply personal journey, reminding us all of the endur-

ing legacy of the Battle of the Atlantic, and the healing power of remembrance. 

(Top) The Crowôs Nest Officersô Club was honoured to host Her Honour Joan Marie Aylward, Lieutenant Gover-

nor of Newfoundland and Labrador, and His Honour Carl Thompson for the Battle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner. 

(Left) Hannes Poeckl and his wife joined members for the evening. (Centre) CNOC members Sherry Lundrigan and 

Jon Summers laid a wreath on behalf of the club during Battle of the Atlantic ceremonies at the National War Me-

morial.(Right) Hannes Poeckl with CNOC President Brian OôConnell after receiving his Crowôs Nest tie. 
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Club Activities 

Mess Dinner Held by HMCS Montréal Wardroom 

On Saturday, March 29, the Crowôs Nest Officersô Club was pleased to host the Wardroom of HMCS 

Montréal for a formal mess dinner. 

Royal Canadian Navy ships have been visiting the club since its founding in 1942, and weôre always 

proud to continue that tradition. The walls of the Crowôs Nest are lined with the history and legacy of 

vessels and sailors who have passed through our port, so itôs fitting to welcome todayôs serving mem-

bers into that story. 

We thank the crew of HMCS Montréal for choosing the Crowôs Nest for their gathering and look 

forward to welcoming them and other RCN crews again soon. 

Dive Trainees Tidy Up for Canada Day 

A big BZ to PO1 Jack Keezer and his team for a great clean-up of our exterior entrance just before Can-

ada Day. The work was completed by trainees currently in St. Johnôs for their On-the-Job Dive Training 

Program. Pictured are Sailor 1st Class Huynjae Lee, Corporal Jasper Henigman, Sailor 1st Class Michel 

Goldvassuer, Sailor 3rd Class Zack DeWilde, and PO1 Keezer. Thanks to all for the effort and sharp 

turnout! 
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RCSCC Terra Novaôs Celebrates 75 years at the CNOC 

The Crowôs Nest Officersô Club was 

proud to welcome both current and 

former members of RCSCC Terra 

Nova for two special gatherings this 

June. 

The Royal Canadian Sea Cadet 

Corps Terra Nova was founded in St. 

Johnôs in 1950 by Dr. H. D. Roberts, 

along with a committee of prominent 

local citizens including R. S. Fur-

long, Ewart Pratt, Gerald S. Doyle, 

and Fabian OôDea, among others.  

The corps received its official war-

rant on March 9, 1950, and held its 

first parade that same year at Buck-

masterôs Circle under the command 

of Lt. Ralph Knight (RCN) (R), a 

Second World War naval veteran. 

With the support of the Crowôs Nest, 

cadets from todayôs RCSCC Terra 

Nova attended a mess dinner at the 

club earlier this month. It was an 

experience that connected them with 

the traditions of the naval community 

and the legacy of those who came 

before them. 

Later in June, former members of 

Terra Nova returned to the Crowôs 

Nest for their own mess dinner, 

bringing together past and present to 

reflect on shared experiences, life-

long friendships, and the enduring 

impact of sea cadet training. 

We were pleased to host both events 

and continue our long tradition of 

supporting naval service and commu-

nity in Newfoundland and Labrador. 


