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One of the great pleasures of be-

ing club president is officially 

welcoming naval visitors. I had 

the honour of doing this lately 

when the RCN’s latest acquisi-

tion, HMCS William Hall, was 

briefly in town. Hall is an AOPV. 

That’s a new one for me but 

Google says Arctic Offshore Pa-

trol Vessel and Hall is the 4th 

example of the type, built by Ir-

ving Shipbuilding in the (seems 

to me) remarkably short time of 

less than two years.  

 

Commanding Officer Scott Kele-

men informed us that the ship is 

named for Quartermaster William 

Nelson Edward Hall who was the 

first African Canadian to receive 

the Victoria Cross. Hall, along 

with Lieutenant Thomas James 

Young kept up a steady rate of 

fire at an enemy position during 

the Relief of Lucknow, India on 

November 16, 1857. The two 

men were all that was left of their 

24 pounder gun’s crew, and when 

they failed to breach the walls of 

the enemy position, they simply 

moved the gun closer, within 20 

yards, actually. The walls were 

thus breached with the two men 

under a hail of musket fire. What 

a wonderful way for the Navy to 

pay tribute to this man! 

 

 Cdr Kelemen presented a hand-

some ship’s crest to the club and 

received a very nice framed photo 

of his vessel in return. Club 

Treasurer Margaret Morris gave 

her excellent history of the Club 

to a rapt audience and a very 

pleasant few hours were spent 

getting to know about 15 of the 

ship’s crew. They were off to 

Labrador next “looking for some 

ice” and, as I write this, they have 

surely found some.  

 

The vessel has ice-breaking capa-

bility and is able to maintain a 

speed of 3 knots in a metre of ice! 

I won’t relate all the details but I 

invite readers to familiarize them-

selves using the usual sources: 

Google etc. The ship also has a 

Facebook page for those who’d 

like to follow its progress. 

 

 This will be my last President’s 

Report as my term comes to an 

end in May. Brian O’Connell will 

step into the position and I have 

no doubt that he will do an excel-

lent job. Under his social media 

skills the Club has gained more 

followers and, no doubt, more 

members. Brian is always there to 

record Club happenings and thus 

is the membership able to get a 

real sense of what we do.  

 

 It has certainly been an honour to 

serve as president and I can’t help 

but feel that my father, Surgeon 

Lieutenant-Commander Tony 

Paddon would have been pleased. 

He frequented the club between 

convoys during the war and as 

Lieutenant-Governor of the prov-

ince from 1981-1986. I was with 

him a few times during the later 

deployment and got a great sense 

of how much the Club meant to 

him, as it does to me. 

 

Dave 

President Dave Paddon 
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Welcome Aboard  

New Members 

The Crowôs Nest   

PO Box 23161,   

RPO Churchill Square  

St. Johnôs, NL 

Canada  

A1B 4J9  

 

email: crowsnoc@nf.aibn.com 

 

Website: 

www.crowsnestnl.ca 

 

Telephone: 709-753-6927 

 
 
Editor: Brian O’Connell 

Proof Reader: Maggie O’Connell 

Crowôs Nest Social Media 

Members and non-members can keep up with club events by following 

the Crow’s Nest on Twitter @crowsnestnl. Or, follow the Crow’s Nest 

on Facebook at Crowôs Nest Officersô Club @crowsnestnl and on Insta-

gram @crowsnestnl1 for the latest news and photos from the Crow’s 

Nest Officers’ Club.  

Life:  

 

Lt(N) Nicholas Armstrong, Toronto, ON 

  

In Town:  

Jack Botsford 

John Bell      

Anne Budgell      

Katie Power      

Senator Iris Petten     

Paul Noble      

Finn Johnsen      

Mike Wert      

Sue Bailey 

 

Hon. Deborah E. Fry 

Bjorn Snarby 

Deborah Coombs 

Hon. Peter O’Flaherty 

Michael Noseworthy 

Dave Hancock 

Brian Philpott 

Jeffrey Jamison 

Lt(N) Ret’d) Craig Rodgers  

 

 

Out of Town: 

Aaron Morris, Toronto, ON    

Michael Warren, Forest Knolls, CA 

Sergiy Onyshchenko, Shearwater, NS 

Gerry Davis, Ottawa, ON    

David Elliott, Halifax, NS   

Elaine Penney, Rocky Harbour, NL 

Les Kearney, Canmore, AB    

Lynn-Marie Quesnelle, Shearwater, NS 

  

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Morris, Kingston, ON 

Kenneth Lehman, Ottawa, ON 

Major Trina Simms, Corner Brook, NL 

Ryan Kurt, Halifax, NS 

LCol (Ret’d) Chris Bowen, Courtenay, BC 

Kim Simpson, London, ON 

Amy Pudjunas, Grimsby, ON 

Keith Rowsell, Cannings Cove, NL 



3 

 

HMCS St. Johnôs Helps Celebrate The Crowôs Nest 82nd Anniversary 

On Saturday, 27 January, The Club 

marked its 82nd anniversary celebra-

tion. The evening kicked off with a 

special dinner attended by Cdr Jef-

frey Anderson of HMCS St. John's 

and other members of the ship's com-

pany, along with guests from HMCS 

Cabot. 

 

The highlight of the night was the 

cutting of the anniversary cake by 

Cdr Anderson. Club Treasurer Mar-

garet Morris received a ship's patch 

from him, while Club Vice President 

Brian O'Connell presented Cdr 

Anderson with a bottle of The 

Crow's Nest 80th Anniversary Rum. 

 

In a lighter moment, sailors from 

HMCS St. John's recreated the fa-

mous "59 Steps to the Crow's Nest" 

movie poster, adding a touch of hu-

mor to the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the event wrapped up, attendees 

reflected on the longstanding partner-

ship between the Crow’s Nest, the 

Royal Canadian Navy and HMCS St. 

John's. We look forward to many 

more years of camaraderie and 

shared memories. 

 

Photo by Linda Goodyear  

Photo by Linda Goodyear 

Photo by Linda Goodyear  
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Club Activities   

 

 

Members embraced the spirit of the 

occasion, dressed as leprechauns and 

wearing shamrocks, to make the cele-

bration truly memorable. 

 

Music filled the air from 5 to 7 pm, 

courtesy of Brad Klucowicz and Brad 

Dooley on accordion and fiddle. Their 

lively tunes added to the festive at-

mosphere of the day. 

 

The St. Patrick's Day luncheon at The 

Crow's Nest Officers' Club was a vibrant 

affair held on Saturday, March 16th. The 

Irish Buffet was served promptly at 3:30 

pm after the club opened its doors at 3 

pm, delighting attendees with an array of 

traditional Irish delicacies.     

 

 

The downtown Christmas parade took place on Sunday, November 26th, and following the festivities, The Crow's Nest opened 

its doors for members to join in decorating for the holiday season. Families were encouraged to attend, bringing along kids and 

grandkids to partake in the merriment. Complimentary hot chocolate warmed the hearts of the young ones, while a serving of 

complimentary moose milk, prepared by the Crow’s Nest past President, Jon Summers, added cheer for the adults. Despite any 

weather calls that may have postponed the parade, the decorating party went ahead as planned, spreading joy and a festive spirit 

throughout The Crow's Nest. 

Christmas at the Crowôs Nest 

St. Patrick's Day 
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HMCS William Hall Visits The Crowôs Nest 

(Top Right) Crow’s Nest President Dave Paddon presents HMCS William Hall’s Commanding Officer, Cdr Scott Kelemen, with 

a photo taken by the Crow’s Nest of HMCS William Hall alongside in St. John’s. In addition, Cdr Kelemen presented Dave with 

a ship’s crest to be displayed at the Crow’s Nest. (Top Left) President Dave Paddon finds a suitable place to display a cap from 

HMCS William Hall. (Bottom left) Members of HMCS William Hall “clutter up the bar” at the Crow’s Nest,  (left to right): Lt
(N) Honour Savage-Scott, A/SLt Brianne Lowka, Lt(N) Breaunna Miller, LCdr Dani Lapham and LCdr Natalie Mailhot-

Montgrain. (Bottom Right) Members of HMCS William Hall receive a Crow’s Nest “59 Steps to the Crow’s Nest” movie poster, 

for the ship’s wardroom.  

William Hall, 

born in Nova 

Scotia to for-

merly enslaved 

individuals 

from the 

United States, 

made signifi-

cant contribu-

tions to history 

as the first 

Black person 

and one of the 

initial Canadi-

ans to receive the Victoria Cross, Brit-

ain's highest award for bravery. Joining 

the Royal Navy in 1852, Hall served in 

the Crimean War before demonstrating 

exceptional valor during the Indian Re-

bellion of 1857, earning him this       

esteemed honour. Assigned to HMS 

Shannon, Hall played a pivotal role in 

the relief of Lucknow, where he and 

Lieutenant Thomas Young courageously 

manned a twenty-four-pounder gun un-

der intense enemy fire.  Despite the per-

ilous circumstances, they persisted in 

their barrage until successfully breaching 

the city's walls, ultimately receiving 

commendation for their gallantry. 

 

Following his distinguished naval career, 

Hall retired to Nova Scotia, living mod-

estly until his valor was acknowledged 

during a visit by the Duke of Cornwall 

and York in 1901. However, it wasn't 

until after his passing in 1904 that efforts 

to honour him gained traction, culminat-

ing in his reburial with military honors 

in 1945. 

Today, William Hall's legacy is com-

memorated through various institutions 

and initiatives, including a branch of the 

Canadian Legion in Halifax and educa-

tional programs in Montreal and the 

naming of HMCS WILLIAM HALL 

433, Harry DeWolf Class Arctic and 

Offshore Patrol Vessel. 

 

His medals, returned to Canada in 1967, 

serve as a poignant reminder of his re-

markable courage and unwavering dedi-

cation to duty. 

 

 

Source: Maritime Museum of the Atlan-

tic  

WILLIAM NELSON EDWARD HALL, V.C.  
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Crowôs Nest Events and Presentations  

It was an afternoon of discovery as members 
delved into the historical artifacts from John 

Trafford. John Trafford was an RCN Battle of 

the Atlantic veteran and a long-time member 
of the Crow’s Nest.  When he died some years 

ago, a small briefcase of war-time mementoes 

was passed along to his son.   

His son has now passed and his widow sent 
the case to the Crow’s Nest for safekeeping 

and display. Here are some of the photos from 

the recent afternoon as we opened the case to 
reveal the latest acquisitions that piqued mem-

bers' curiosity.  

 

The afternoon also included a reading by Gary 
Greene from Doug Palmer's journal, capturing 

moments of  his experience as a POW as seen 

through his eyes and offering a glimpse into a 
tumultuous era of conflicting ideologies. How-

ever, the highlight of the afternoon was the 

opening of John Trafford's case.   

Exploring the Past: Unveiling Treasures in John Trafford's Briefcase 

Honouring History: WWII Sextant Finds a New Home at the Crow's Nest 

There is another remarkable addition to the Crow's Nest artifacts collection: a WWII sextant from HMS Pakenham. Generously donated, 
this sextant brings with it a rich history of maritime navigation during one of the most pivotal periods in modern history. Former UNTD 

officer, Peter Clarke, studied celestial navigation during his tenure as a naval officer with the UNTD program. Peter provided an informa-

tive presentation to members, delving into the intricate operation of the sextant and a fascinating glimpse into its role as a training aid during 
wartime navigation. The Crow’s Nest continues to honour the legacy of those who served at sea, we are grateful to Peter for his dedication 

to preserving maritime history and to the generous donor who entrusted us with this artifact. Stay tuned for future events and exhibits at the 

Crow's Nest, where we continue to celebrate and commemorate our rich maritime heritage. 
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It is with deep sorrow that the 

Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club learned 

of the passing of Peter Godwin 

Chance, a distinguished naval offi-

cer, and esteemed member of the 

Crow's Nest Officers' Club in St. 

John's. Mr. Chance, who was the 

oldest member of the Crow’s Nest, 

passed away peacefully at the age of 

103 leavings behind a legacy marked 

by valour, service, and camaraderie. 

Born on November 24, 1920, in Ot-

tawa, Mr. Chance's life intertwined 

with the annals of Canadian naval 

history.  

 

Joining the Ottawa Naval Reserve 

Division, HMCS Carleton, in 1938, 

his career burgeoned with the onset 

of World War II, embarking on 

HMCS St. Laurent in September 

1939. Over the next three decades, he 

navigated the tumultuous waters of 

global conflict, serving aboard frig-

ates, destroyers, cruisers, battleships, 

and aircraft carriers in theaters such 

as D-Day and Korea. Rising through 

the ranks, he commanded both frig-

ates and destroyers in Canada's post-

war navy, while also assuming sig-

nificant staff positions on land in 

Canada, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States.  

Upon retirement 

from the navy, 

Mr. Chance em-

barked on a new 

chapter, imparting 

his wisdom at the 

Osgoode Hall Law 

School at York 

University. Relo-

cating to Victoria, 

B.C. in 1974, he 

embarked on a 42-

year journey with 

the Duke of Edin-

burgh's Interna-

tional Award, em-

bodying a com-

mitment to youth 

and community service.  

 

Despite the passage of time, Mr. 

Chance remained an active partici-

pant in various organizations, lend-

ing his expertise and passion to 

causes such as the Naval Association 

of Canada, the ALS Society of B.C., 

and the Maritime Museum of B.C..  

A beloved figure within his commu-

nity, Mr. Chance's indomitable spirit, 

and boundless enthusiasm for life 

endeared him to all who knew him.  

 

Fondly remembered as a walking 

history book, his legacy extended far 

beyond his naval exploits, encom-

passing his dedication to family, 

friends, and feline companion Lily 

Mae.  

 

Mr. Chance leaves behind a wealth 

of memories encapsulated in his 

autobiography, "A Sailor's Life." As 

we bid farewell to a true maritime 

legend, may his legacy continue to 

inspire generations to come. Fair 

winds and following seas Peter 

Chance.   

 

A Tribute to Peter Chance 

Lt Peter Chance and Wren L/Tel Margaret Parker, WRNS on HMCS SKEENA 
on their wedding day, 13 Sep 1944   
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Crossed the Bar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Albert Hallett 

In memory of Crow's Nest mem-

ber Tom Hallett, husband of Jean 

and father of four.   

Tom was a respected business-

man who owned several busi-

nesses during his lifetime includ-

ing Beothuk Fish Processors, es-

tablished in 1967. It became one 

of the most successful seafood 

companies in Canada.  

Tom served as Chair of the Fish-

eries Council of Canada, the Fish-

eries Association of NL, New-

found Resources Limited and was 

a member of the Fisheries Re-

source Conservation Council. 

Tom was known in the industry 

as a real gentleman. 

Tom served as President of the 

Navy League of Canada and as a 

long time Rotarian, earning many 

awards for his service to local and 

worldwide communities. He also 

served on the Board of the NL 

Branch of the Naval Association 

of Canada. 

 He will be remembered by the 

business community, the naval 

community and the Crow’s Nest 

community. 

Berit Pittman 1931-2024 

 

Berit Pittman was a young girl 

when Germany invaded Norway 

in April 1940.  Her mother al-

lowed their home to be used by 

the Norwegian Resistance as a 

safe house.  When they were 

eventually found out, the family 

went into hiding before escaping 

to Sweden on Christmas Eve 

1944.  

 

Like her mother, Berit was a spir-

ited woman.  After the war, she 

worked with the UN to help con-

centration camp survivors.  She 

later joined the Norwegian De-

partment of External Affairs.  It 

was during a posting to Prague 

that she met and later married Vic 

Pittman, then a member of the 

RCAF who was also posted to 

Prague.   

 

When the Canadian government 

recognized those who served in 

the merchant navy as veterans, 

Berit got involved with the Nor-

wegian state archives and the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs to 

identify the Canadian sailors who 

had served on Norwegian vessels 

during the war.   

 

Berit was introduced to the 

Crow’s Nest during the first Cor-

vette Wake event in 2002.  At one 

point in the program she was in-

troduced as the wife of a veteran.  

She wasted no time in correcting 

the MC and stating that she was a 

veteran in her own right.   

 

Berit died on 31 January 2024, 

her 93rd birthday, after a very full 

life.  We offer our condolences to 

her husband, Vic, and their fam-

ily.   

 

 

 


