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Winter 2020 

President’s Report 
by Gary Walsh 

 
We have entered into a new year and 

a new decade and I wish to extend 
Happy New Year greetings to all Club 
members. I trust everyone enjoyed the 
holiday season with time to relax with 
family and friends. It was a busy time at 
the Club with many private events plus 
our annual Club Christmas and New 
Year Eve dinners. The New Year’s 
dinner had a Roaring ‘20s theme with 
guests wearing 1920s fashions and 
dancing to the music of the era. To add 
to the fun there were prizes for the best 
costumes and dancers. Over dinner Gail 
Tapper played the harp and before din-
ner and at midnight Tim Gushue played 
the bagpipes. A big thanks to both Gail 
and Tim. 

 
I wish to thank the two “Linda-

Lou’s” for hosting the dancing and 
judging and also the events committee 
for their participation. 

 
It was lights, camera, action at The 

Rooms Theatre on the night of Novem-
ber 8, 2019 as the documentary “Fifty 
Nine Steps to the Crow’s Nest” pre-
miered. The film is thirty two minutes 
in duration and tells the story of the 
Club from its opening in January 1942 
up to present day. It was seen by a full 
house with receptions held before and 
after the showing. There was wonderful 
spirit and excitement throughout the 
night and the documentary was very 
well received and enjoyed by all. 

 
I would like to congratulate producer/

director Mr. Jon Sturge and his produc-
tion team for a job well done. I want to 
thank the corporate and individual do-
nors who funded the production and  

 
 
 

reception costs. I would also like to 
thank the documentary planning com-
mittee consisting of Club members and 
the staff of The Rooms for their dedi-
cated work for making it all happen. 
The success of this initiative would not 
have been possible without the assis-
tance of all those mentioned. 

 
Additional showings are being 

planned at the Club over the next few 
months and it is the intent for all Club 
members to come see it. Notification of 
dates and times will be sent out via 
email and published on the Club web-
site. Due to limited seating, reservations 
for the showings need to be made. The 
reservation process is to be confirmed 
and all members will be notified. Inter-
est to see the film from groups outside 
of Newfoundland & Labrador have 
been received and scheduling to accom-
modate them is also in the works. 

 
The restoration and maintenance of 

U-190 periscope will be a major project 
planned for the upcoming year. The 
condition report prepared by the Royal 
Canadian Navy in 2018 describes in 
great detail how the periscope is made 
and functions. A restoration committee 
from the Crow’s Nest Military Artifacts 
Association and other Club members 
has been formed to champion the resto-
ration. Initial contact has been made 
with Siemens Canada, a subsidiary of 
the German industrial company Sie-
mens, who manufactured the scope 
approximately 80 years ago. There is 
interest from all the above noted groups 
to move forward and the committee  
looks forward to making it happen. It 
will be a challenging but worthy and  

 
 
 
satisfying endeavour. Progress will be 
reported in following Scuttlebutts. 

 
On a sad note, Werner Hirschmann 

the chief engineer on the U-190 at the 
time of surrender passed away in To-
ronto on November 7, 2019 where he 
resided for many years. He lived to be 
96 and visited the Club a couple of 
times as guest of the Crow’s Nest. 

 
This year marks the 75 anniversary of 

the end of both WWII and the Battle of 
the Atlantic in 1945. Commemorative 
events will be held in St. John’s and at 
the Crow’s Nest in the spring. Planning 
is underway and the schedule of the 
events will be published when finalized. 

 
Lauren Pearcey, the recipient of the 

2018 Crow’s Nest scholarship attended 
a Club dinner on November 23, 2019. It 
was wonderful to meet her and she was 
accompanied by her mother. Tony 
Dearness presented her with the schol-
arship plaque and Lauren spoke at din-
ner. With her academic achievements 
and work as a committed volunteer she 
is a most deserving winner. 

 
There will be a number of Club din-

ners and other events during the winter 
and I look forward to seeing you all at 
the Crow’s Nest in the near future. 

 
 
Bravo Zulu, 
Gary Walsh 
President 
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Welcome Aboard  
New Members 

Winter 2020 – New Members Since June 1st-2019 

Stephen Spencer 
Debby Lake 
Craig Hickey 
Lt(N)(ret'd) Paul Chaulk 
Major (Ret'd) Craig Blandford 
Chris Stubley 
Peter Soucy 
Clyde Wells 
Barbara & Gene Noble 
Darren Reid 
 

 
 
Michael DePirro, Greenlawn, New 
York 
Major Mike O'Brien, Gander, NL 
Grant LeDrew, Calgary, AB 
Dr. Colin Landells, Victoria, BC 
Michael Curtis, Fayetteville, GA 
Christopher Bourque, Halifax, NS 
Brian Delaney, Corner Brook, NL 
Glenn Warner, Toronto, ON 
Scott Moir, Ilderton, ON 
 

 
 

Tom Clark, Ottawa, ON 
Alex Cross, Halifax, NS 
Dr. Blaine Pearce, Clarenville, NL 
Michael Cormier, North Sydney, 
NS 
Marc Cutler, Houston, Tx 

In 1995, HMCS TERRA NOVA was selected to do 
a "Canada Remembers" deployment to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Victory in Europe.  The ship made a 
port visit to St. John's on the outset of the deployment 
and, as usual, the Wardroom enjoyed a social time at 
the Crow's Nest.   

They noted that a piano would be a nice addition to 
the Wardroom and, after quickly providing a damage 

deposit, got the piano out of the 
Club and onboard the ship be-
fore proceeding to Iceland, Nor-
way, Murmansk and Ports-
mouth.  The piano got consider-
able sea time but not much play-
ing time as only one officer 
knew how to play the piano and 
his repertoire was limited to 
theme song to "The Young & 
The Restless."  

TERRA NOVA was not sched-
uled to make a port visit to St. 
John's on the return portion of 
the deployment.  However, plans 
were amended so that our piano 
could be returned.  This time 
professional movers were used 
to put it back in place.  As with 

its removal, the return of the pi-
ano was marked with another 
social time.   

The cheque provided for the damage deposit had 
bounced so the membership were all relieved to see 
their piano returned in good shape.  Best of all, like 
everything else in the Club, the piano had finally ac-
quired a story of its own.  (Margaret Morris) 

 

Out of Town In Town 

The Crow’s Nest Piano 

 In April 1995 the piano made its famous voyage from the Crow's Nest to 
 Murmansk. Members of HMCS Terra Nova enjoying some social time at 
the Crow’s Nest upon the return of the piano.  
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Club Presentations  

Crow’s Nest Scholarship Winner 2018 

Congratulations to Lauren 
Pearcey , recipient of the 2018 
Crow’s Nest Officers’ Club 
Scholarship.  

 
Lauren was joined by her 

mother Donna for the presenta-
tion at the club dinner in Novem-
ber, 2019. Mr. Tony Dearness, 
past president of the Crow’s Nest 
Officers’ Club presented the 
scholarship to Lauren. 

Gilbert Family Presentation 
(l-r) Donna Piercey, Lauren Piercey and Tony Dearness 

(l-R) President Gary Walsh, Ann Gilbert, Margaret Morris and Craig Gilbert 

David Gilbert was 
a long time member 
of the Crow's Nest. 
He passed late last 
summer.  In his will, 
Mr. Gilbert left the 
Club his model and 
builder's plan for the 
SS Caribou along 
with a shadowbox of 
his UNTD memora-
bilia.  On October 5, 
2019 the Gilbert fam-

ily presented the 
Crow’s Nest at a 
members' dinner.   

 
Given the signifi-

cance of the sinking 
of the Caribou in NL 
history, it is a valued 
addition to our collec-
tion. 

SS. Caribou 
SS Caribou, was built in 1925 by Goodwin-

Hamilton S. Adams Ltd., Roterdam, Nether-
lands, for the Newfoundland Government Rail-
way. The SS. Caribou was launched on June 9, 
1925 and sunk by a  German U-Boat, U-69, on 
October 14, 1942.  Of the 46 crew and 191 pas-
sengers, 137 lives were lost. The model was 
built at 1/96 scale. 
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Club Dinner Schedule  
January - June 2020 

 
 Saturday January 11th , 2020 

 
 Curry Buffet 

* 
$ 35.95 per person 

 
 Saturday January 25th , 2020 

 
 Roasted Squash and Apple Soup 

* 
Roast Beef 

* 
Anniversary Cake 

 
 $ 32.95 per person 

 
 Friday January 31st , 2020 

 
 Weepers 

* 
Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 

  
 Saturday February 8th  , 2020 

 
 Spinach Salad 

* 
Roast Beef 

* 
Bavarian Cream with Berry Com-

pote 
 

 $ 32.95 per person 
 

 Friday February 28th, 2020 
 

 Weepers 
* 

Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 
 

Saturday February 29th, 2020 
 

 Crab Cakes 
* 

Champagne Chicken 
* 

Strawberries sautéed in Grand Mar-
nier with Ice Cream 

 
 $ 32.95 per person 

 
 

 
 Saturday March 14th, 2020 

 
 Irish Buffet 

* 
$ 35.95 per person 

 
 Friday March 27th, 2020 

 
 Weepers 

* 
Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 

 
 Saturday March 28th, 2020 

 
 Pea Soup 

* 
Roasted Pork Tenderloin with a 

Newman’s Port Demi Glaze 
* 

Cheesecake 
 

 $ 32.95 per person 
 

 Saturday April 18th , 2020 
 

 Flipper Dinner 
 

 $ 32.95 per person 
 

 Friday April 24th , 2020 
 

 Weepers 
* 

Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 
  

 Saturday May 2nd , 2020 
 

 Sweet Tomato Salad 
* 

Roast Beef 
* 

Apple Crumble with Bailey’s Cus-
tard 

 
 $ 32.95 per person 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday May 10th, 2020 

 
 Mother’s Day Buffet 

* 
$ 35.95 per person 

 
  

 Friday May 29th  2020 
 

 Weepers 
* 

Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 
 

Saturday June 6th, 2020 
 

 Lobster Dinner 
* 

$ 35.95 per person 
 

Friday June 26th , 2020 
 

 Weepers 
* 

Complimentary Hor’s D’oeuvres 
 
  
 

 
 

 

The Crow’s Nest   
PO Box 23161,   
RPO Churchill Square  
St. John’s, NL 
Canada A1B 4J9  
email: crowsnoc@nf.aibn.com 
Website: www.crowsnestnl.ca 
Telephone: 709-753-6927 
 
Editor: Brian O’Connell 
Proof Reader: Lacy O’Connell 
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Visitors to the Crow’s Nest 

By Joan Ritcey 
 
On August 30, 2019 the daugh-

ter, granddaughter and grandson 
of Lieutenant-Colonel R.A. 
Murphy paid a visit to the Crow's 
Nest as the guests of member 
Sharon Outerbridge. It was the 
grandchildren's first time seeing 
the club and its WWII regalia. 

 
 American serviceman Ray 

Murphy, as 1st Lieut., Coast Ar-
tillery, arrived in St. John's on the 
USAT Edmund B. Alexander in 
January,1941, in the first contin-
gent that arrived to protect the 
harbour and set up Base Com-
mand. He later married Janet 
Ayre of the St. John's department 
store family. A well-known sup-
porter, he was involved with the 
Officers' Club  from its early days 
and served as President for 1950-
1951. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy 
raised their three children in St. 
John's; Janet (now living in To-
ronto), Terence (Barbara Wake-
ham) (at Manuels) and Agnes (at 
Fredericton). He passed away in 
1977. 

 
 In August, Agnes brought 

Terry and Barb's children, Dan 
and Talia, for lunch with friends 
Mrs. Outerbridge and Joan Rit-
cey. They were delighted to see 
their grandfather's signature em-
broidered on the commemorative 
coffee-table cloth and to show the 
members their grandfather's 
"Crow's Nest President" pewter 
mug, which Dan had brought with 
him. 

 
 A delightful time of reminis-

cence, a delicious lunch and a 
very kind reception from the 
members in attendance that day 
was had by the Murphy party. 
Thank you, Crow's Nest. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. Murphy is in the front row, third from the left  

HQ 7 HQ BATTERY 421ST C.A. (A.A.) IST. lT. R.A. MURPHY. COMMAND-
ING,  OCT. 22, 1941.  ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND  

The young people are brother and sister Dan and Talia  Murphy (showing off 
their grandfather's Crow's Nest President's mug) and Sharon Outerbridge.  
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 

 
On Friday, October 18, 2019 Dr. Bill 
Eaton performed his comedy routine 
"The Lighter Side of Retirement," 
at the Crow's Nest. It was well re-
ceived by both members and guests 
in attendance. In thanking Dr. Eaton, 
club president Gary Walsh presented 
him with a copy of the latest edition 
of the history of the Crow's Nest, "A 
Safe Haven." 

 

NATO FLEET EXERCISE  CUTLASS FURY VISITS CROW’S NEST 

Several ships from the NATO fleet exercise paid a 
visit to St. John's, in September 2019. They were partici-
pating in Exercise Cutlass Fury. 

 
The ships' captains paid a visit to the Crow's Nest, 

Friday, September 20, 2019, for a "hot wash-up," where 
they informally reviewed the exercise amongst them-
selves. This was followed by a reception and a presenta-
tion from club member Gary Green about the history 
and significance of the Crow's Nest during WWII.  

 
On Sat September 21, 2019, members of the Royal 

Netherlands Navy (HNLMS Van Speijk) conducted a 
tulip ceremony at Government House to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of Holland. The event was  
supported by the National Band of the Naval Reserve 
who were in town for HMCS CABOT's 70th anniver-
sary. 
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FIFTY-NINE STEPS TO THE CROW’S NEST 

On November 8, 2019 at The Rooms Theatre the docu-
mentary “Fifty Nine Steps to the Crow’s Nest” pre-
miered. The thirty-two minute film tells the story of 
the Club from its opening in January 1942, to present 
day. It was seen by a full house with receptions held 
before and after the showing. "Special thanks to Mr. 
Jon Sturge and his production team and the corporate 
and individual donors who funded the production and 
reception costs. Additional showings are being 
planned. (Gary Walsh) 
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Crossed the Bar 

FRANK DAVID SMITH HAS 
"CROSSED THE BAR" 

 
Frank David Smith passed away 

on November 15th, 2019, leaving to 
mourn his wife of 50 years, Sheila 
(nee Formby), sons Alex and An-
drew and 3 grandchildren. 

 
Our friend Frank was "a man of 

many parts."  A long-time supporter 
of the Crow's Nest and Board mem-
ber, along with Sheila.  In fact, they 
both attended the November 11th 
2019 Remembrance dinner only a 
week before he died.  Frank was 
proud of his work with Rotary, the 
Royal Commonwealth Society, the 
Opimian Society, and he was also 
an art and wine collector.  He 
served many years as British Con-
sul, for which he was given the 
M.B.E. by the Queen.  A proud 
moment for the Smiths, though 
Frank was typically matter of fact 
about it. 

 
Born shortly before WWII in 

London, England, he was evacuated 
during the Blitz, along with thou-
sands of other children.  Frank, at 5 
years old, did not like the move, and 
decided to walk home, finding his 
way by following the railway track 
for at least two days, before arriving 
at his mothers door.  His quiet 
strength of character surprised peo-
ple all his life.   

 
A professional engineer, Frank 

worked on the Canadian Dewline in 

the 1950s, meeting Peter Bartolo 
who had grown up on the same 
street as Frank in London, though 
they had never met.  They became 
life-long friends and supporters of 
Tottenham Hotspur Football Club.  
Sheila passionately supports Liver-
pool and "Therein lies a tale." 

 
On arriving in Newfoundland, 

Frank ran a kind of engineering 
think tank that morphed into pio-
neering the construction of Hiber-
nia, and his appointment as Director 
of Peter Kiewit, who are major 
players in large engineering projects 
in Newfoundland and across Can-
ada. Frank was a gifted organizer. 

 
From the 1970's, the Smiths, 

Karaseks, Welshs, Lockwoods, Mo-
yess and other friends  were a fix-
ture at the Crow's Nest, in a large 
group of members who enjoyed its 
hospitality and appreciated its his-
tory.  Over the years our numbers 
have been severely reduced but, 
Magda and I will continue to ac-
company Sheila to the Crow's Nest 
for as long as we are able, enjoying 
all the new Crow's Nest members 
who continue to joyfully celebrate 
its history and traditions. 

 
Our sympathy goes out to Sheila 

and her family. 
 
John H Moyes 
Past President  
and West Ham football club sup- porter 

Rev Stella Mair Evans  

Rev Stella Mair Evans passed on  
on November 5, 2019. Stella was a 
seasoned storyteller, often telling 
tales from her native Wales, and 
from China, the homeland of her 
devoted husband Shu-Lun Wong. 
Stella was a member of the Crow’s 
Nest and was involved as a board 
member and volunteer of St John's 
Storytelling Festival for about eight 
years. 

Stella leaves with fond and lov-
ing memories her beloved husband 
Shu-Lun Wong, her daughter 
Gwynneth (Burhani Mtengwa), son 
Cerith (Anna Smith), her adored 
grandson, Brendan, and countless 
loving and loyal friends. Stella was 
predeceased by her parents Emrys 
and Gwynneth Evans. She will be 
forever remembered as the best 
wife, mammy and mamgue. (Source: 
Storytellers of Canada) 

 
 

 

 
 

Crossing the Bar 
By Alfred, Lord Tennyson   

Sunset and evening star, 
  And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
  When I put out to sea, 
 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
  Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the 
boundless deep 
  Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell, 
  And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
  When I embark; 
 
For tho’ from out our bourne  
of Time and Place 
  The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
  When I have cross’d the bar. 


